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WINNIE SAYS
“IT’S ALL ABOUT KIDS!”

They Speak, So Listen Awareness — The Numbers

This child's face says, "l am young and eager to The Allegheny County Department of Human
explore this big beautiful world." Services' Point-in-Time survey on a day in

This child's body says, "I'm small and frail, but January 2010 revealed the following numbers:
still | will prosper." e 875: the number of children being

This child's smile says, "I'm happy and | just served by homelessness programs from
want to live my life on cloud 9." street outreach to permanent housing

This child's hands say, "With these, | will create (up from 546 in January 2008 and 631
beautiful things." in January 2009)

This child's mind says, "l can do anything if | e 319: the number of single women with
put my mind to it. Nothing will stop me." children being served by these

programs (up from 286)

But this child's life says, "Because your parents e 7.5:the average age of these children
have no money, you don't deserve to eat." (down from 8)

This child's life says, "Because you're poor, you e 36%: the percentage of individuals
don't deserve a good education.” being served that are children (up from

This child's life says, "You are nothing and
deserve nothing in return."

28%); children are now the largest
segment of the county's homeless
population, surpassing the traditionally
greater number of single men (now at
31% of the total)

This child asks, "Now what do | do?"

Our hearts say, "Don't you worry about a thing.
We will help you."

Our hearts say, "Just because this child has
nothing, doesn't mean we can't give them
hope."

We say, "A little hope goes a long way."

This child's heart says, "Thank you for returning
my chance."

| say, "No biggie. Everyone deserves their
chance at destiny."

These children are OUR children. We share the

By Paige M., Senior at Clairton High School responsibility for ensuring every one of them is
See C.H.A.N.C. E. story page 3 and given“Alittlehope that goes a | ong
http://www.homelessfund.org/winniegroup2010.html the educational support that turns hopes to

reality.


http://www.homelessfund.org/winniegroup2010.html

ADVOCACY - The HEN
HCEF’' s mission
the voice of homeless children in Allegheny

C 0 u n 3paaking up on behalf of children has
been central to its work since its founding in
1999. And speaking up has led to the creation of
the Homeless Education Network (HEN),
dedicated to “SERVING MORE KIDS BETTER by
maximizing resources and collaborating to
better serve homeless children and youth in
Allegheny County.” The McKinney-Vento Act,
which defines homelessness among children
and guarantees their educational rights, and
Title |, Part A, which targets and provides
schools with funding
students,” ar e enswging shat therights
of children experiencing homelessness are
affirmed, protected, and supported state wide.

A very excited mother brought her first grader
to his tutoring session. “Guess what!“ she
exclaimed. “He’s going to be tested for the
gifted program.” This is a child who could
barely read when | first met him. Said Mom,
“So, if you ever wonder whether or not what
you’re doing here does any good — it does!”

An April kick-off event for the HEN, sponsored
by HCEF and the Allegheny County Department
of Human Services and attended by represent-
atives of potential partners in the HEN, focused
on 3 points: the purpose and context of the
HEN, the forces that support regional collabora-
tion, and the HEN"Ss
respondingtoc h i | @ducation nseds.

ACTION - Reading Mentor Training
In March, HCEF offered its volunteer Reading

stat emen

o

potent

The April sessions focused on “Diversity” and

t Mg R ig @ b Rrdviling thedpyersisygraining
were Duquesne University MBA students, who
described the various types of diversity and
provided a forum for volunteers to discuss their
personal experiences. The “Mental lliness”
session, led by Jim Walsh, o f
Invisible Village Theatre and a mental health
trainer, gave an informative overview of the
mental health challenges of families
experiencing homelessness.

ACTION - Supporting Our Colleagues
HCEF continues to offer occasional training
?ppontu@i}ieg foolr fﬁﬁ gu?{n[beés ang tilJirectors
of our 17 partner housing agenciés. The most
recent session focused on grief and loss. Steve
Woods, formerly of
addressed in particular the ways children
express their feelings of loss. Participants
gained new insights into the very different and
not necessarily obvious signs that children in
their programs are grieving: over the loss of
their home, the absence of a parent, the loss of
the familiar, the uncertainties that abound in
their lives.

ACTION - Community Supporters

Mentorsa“ Re a d i egigs TrSring.”a t J o y ¢ e The student-run WCAL Radio/California

Donadee, retired elementary teacher and
counselor, addressed the basic concepts of
literacy, strategies for working with struggling
readers, and methods for selecting appropriate
reading level books.

What do you want to be when you grow up?

3" grade girl: “I just love interesting
illustrations in books. I’d love to become a
book illustrator and put lots of pretty colors
and pictures in books.”

University of Pennsylvania chose HCEF as the
recipient of proceeds from its annual Charity
Week. The event featured games, raffles, pie
throwing, a dunking machine and the all-night
lock-in of five WCAL DJs, raising over $900
toward HCEF’ s
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Members of Clairton High School’s C.H.O.I.C.E. Also on your HCEF event calendar:

— Creating Hope and Newfound Courage June 13, Concerts for Causes with Patricia
Everywhere — staged a dance program to raise Prattis Jennings, Shadyside (call HCEF at 412-
funds for HCEF. Choreographers were Paige 562-0154 for ticket information)

(whose poem graces page 1 of this newsletter)

and Trevor (a Clairton graduate now attending June 20, 7:00-10:00 p.m. A House Called Art,
Point Park University). The event raised $1700+ poetry and music fund raiser, Shadow Lounge,

to benefit HCEF's ki ds . Eastliberty

August 8, 3:00-8:00 p.m. Humanitarian Artists
of Pittsburgh Art Auction, Zappala College
Center, La Roche College

Weekend evenings the last week of September
through Halloween: The Haunted House at
Hundred Acres Manor, South Park

October 29, 6:30 p.m. "Taste of Broadway,"
Priory Grand Hall. $50 ticket includes dinner,
dessert, and a cabaret show starring songstress

. , Shellie Hipsky and emcee Sheldon Ingram. Call
The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s annual HCEF at 412-562-0154 for information on
Community Partners Concert is a yearly

collaboration between the PSO and a rotating

list of other greater Pittsburgh non-profit October 29-31, Pennsylvania Art Educators

organizations, including HCEF. Association Conference, Westin Hotel and
. Y Convention Center

purchasing tickets for this event

Many thanks to all wheegifts of time, talent,
monetary donations,and fund raising efforts
ensure thatHCEEanserve the educational
needs o A Yy Y KdS.Q &

Baynor

Thi s  yceneert feasures guest artist Gloria
Gaynor, the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Spring 2010 E-Newsletter
conducted by Lawrence Loh; violinist Gareth (Vol. 5 No. 2) from the

Johnson; and Honorary Chair Lynn Swan. )
Homel ess Children’s

Education Fund

2100 Smallman Street 2nd Flr
Pittsburgh PA 15222
412-562-0154

Ticket prices for the June 24 event range from
$21.50 to $112.50 with the latter including a
post-concert reception. Purchase tickets at the
Heinz Hall box office, by phone at 412-392-
4900, or online. Be sure provide HCEF’s Code
18206 when purchasing tickets. www.homelessfund.org

Providing Hope
Through Learning


http://www.culturaldistrict.org/tickets/tickets/reserve.aspx?performanceNumber=23329
http://www.homelessfund.org/

