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WINNIE SAYS

“IT’S ALL ABOUT KIDS!”

Summer time and the learning is fun
Especially when

Kids are jumping on a bus for trips

to the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium
Beechwood Farm

Living Treasure Animal Park

Laurel Caverns and

Just Ducky Tours of their home town

Especially when

they go on a Lake Erie camping trip
learn Spanish

practice yoga

find fossilized leaves

read for fun

Especially when

they produce a radio show

silk screen t-shirts

create with their hands and hearts
dance and play drums

Especially when
they discover for themselves that
learning is fun

Mini-Grants for

Educational Innovation
It has been said that necessity is the mother of
invention. No one understands this better than
providers of services for mothers and their
children who are homeless. In this spirit, HCEF
provides Mini-Grants for Educational Innovation
to address the educational needs of the
children our partner housing agencies serve.

Each June agency staff members are invited to
submit proposals for mini-grants that will help
provide sound educational programming and
materials specific to the children they serve
during the coming school year and beyond.
Funding for these grants —of up to $2000 —is
provided by the donations of countless
individuals in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
and from friends across the country.

One recent Mini-Grant-funded project made it
possible for children to go on camping trips.
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were hoping for, including hiking, trail marking
identifying plants, but they also learned about
responsibilities such as helping set-up and tear-
down the campsite, cooking and preparing

meals for everyone on the trip, and
understanding the importance of working

together.

Recipients of the IXth Annual Mini-Grants are
Allegheny Valley Association of Churches, Alle-
Kiski Area Hope Shelter, Healthy Start House,
Hearth, Primary Care, Salvation Army Family
Care Center, Sisters Place, Sojourner House,
Three Rivers Youth —The Hub, and
Womanspace East.



Celebrating Our Volunteers

Gear for Grades 2010

Monday, August 16, was backpack delivery day
for HCEF. Over 2500 backpacks were delivered
to homeless residential housing agencies on this
day, with hundreds more having been picked up
or delivered the preceding week and in the days
that followed. HCEF has partnered with Citizens
Bank for several years, with Citizens purchasing
the several thousands of backpacks that are
filled by Citizen employees with the school
supplies unknown numbers of individuals
purchased and delivered to Citizens Bank offices
across the region.

HCEF volunteers are an important part of the
success of the program. Employees of Glaxo-
Smith-Kline donated 300 large-sized backpacks
for middle and high schoolers. Employees of
PWC Property Solutions, ALCOSAN, and MetLife
and members of the local Alpha Delta Kappa
chapter contributed the supplies that a crew of
volunteers packed into the bags. The volunteer
packers gathered in a classroom at Trinity
Cathedral to do this work, and the Omni-
William Penn Hotel loaned large laundry carts
and the help of an employee to move the filled
backpacks up Oliver Street to Citizens Bank.
There the backpacks were loaded, again by
volunteers, onto two school buses for delivery
by HCEF staff and volunteers to waiting children
and youths.

! v A U S RDayof Caringd

Over the years, Fred Episcopo, President of
Wyatt Incorporated, and his employees have
sought out worthwhile causes for which they
can donate time, labor, and supplies. This year
the nonprofit Haunted House at Hundred Acres
Manor in South Park was the immediate
beneficiary of their generosity through the
United Way "Day of Caring" program. But that is
only the beginning of this story.

"Funds for Children" is the nonprofit agency

that envisioned, built, and maintains the

Haunted House — with volunteer management

and help at every level of the operation. The

profits from the slightly more than one-month-

long Halloween celebration at South Park are

divided equally between the Homeless

Children’s Education Fund

The very popular maze that is the climax of a
trip through the haunted house had to be
di smantled at the end of |
season, and the cost to rebuild was well beyond
the budget. Then came the generous people at
Wyatt who provided ALL the materials and ALL
the labor.
Hail! Hail!




Joe Lagana Receives Pirates Award Your HCEF event calendar
Joe Lagana is one of six www.homelessfund.org/events.html
Pittsburgh individuals
chosen to receive the
2010 Pittsburgh Pirates
Community Champion
Award. Awardees were
honored August 20" in a
pre-game ceremony.

August 28, 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Cocktails for
a Cause, Grazie Restaurant and Event Center,
100 Village Club Drive, Wexford

August 31, 6:00 p.m. to ? An evening of Live
Story Telling and Music, Club Café, 56 S. 12",
S5. Story tellers include journalist Robert

The independent panel |l senberg and children’s auif
of judges —community

leaders, civic leaders, Pirates employees, and Weekend evenings the last week of September

members of the academic community — through Halloween: The Haunted House at

selected as the recipients of this award Hundred Acres Manor, South Park

individuals who are champions of their
community and have positively contributed to
the betterment of the diverse community in our
region, fellow citizens whose hard work,
unrestricted time and boundless talents make
our community —especially for our youth —a

st

better place to I|live." o

Go well, Carlin!
After 4 % years of committed service to HCEF

and homeless children in Allegheny County, October 29, 6:30 p.m. "Taste of Broadway,"
Carlin Christy resigned on August 17 from her Priory Grand Hall. $50 ticket includes dinner,
position as HCEF’' s Di r edessestrande dabargt dhawcstarting spngsardss
Programs to join Witness for Peace, an Shellie Hipsky and emcee Sheldon Ingram. Call

international agency whldCEFat4inb62-8154domurchase tickets.o
support peace, justice, and sustainable
economies in the Americas by changing U.S.
policies and corporate practices contribution to
poverty and oppression in Latin America and
the Caribbean.” A fluent speaker of Spanish,
Carlin will be working from her home base in
Oaxaca, a state in southern Mexico with one of
the largest indigenous populations in the
country. Laura Bailey, Office and Events
Manager, has been promoted to Manager of
Educational Programs.

October 29-31, Pennsylvania Art Educators
Association Conference, Westin Hotel and
Convention Center

Many thanks to all whesegifts of time, talent,
monetary donations, and fund raising efforts
ensure trat HCEEanserve the educational
needs o A Yy Y KdS.Q &
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