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                    WINNIE SAYS 
            “IT’S ALL ABOUT KIDS!” 

 
 
 
 

On the first day of school 
Our kids had much to share 
 ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ άǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊέ 

 
WE went to Sandcastle Park 
went swimming, rode the rides 
learned how our favorite rides worked 
thought it was cool to eat in our swimsuits 
 

WE went to the Carnegie Science Center 
learned about robots and earthquakes 
recorded a news and weather broadcast 
 
WE went to Kennywood  
learned how to identify trees and flowers 
used our reading skills to call out the signs 
practiced our manners when we ate 
 

WE went to a Pirates baseball game 
learned how baseball is played 
ŎƘŜŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳέ 
enjoyed being in Downtown Pittsburgh 
 

WE went to a petting zoo 
learned how animals are cared for 
got to touch the animals  
took turns feeding them 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
    Funding for educational field trips 
   transportation costs is provided by  
HCEF and the Allegheny Intermediate Unit 

Mission, Vision, Guiding Principles 
  

{ƛƴŎŜ I/9CΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мффф, its mission statement 
has been:  To serve as a voice for the homeless 
children of Allegheny County and to ensure they are 
afforded equal access to the same educational 
opportunities and experiences as their peers. 
 

That statement has served us well over the years, 
but new understandings of homelessness as it 
affects children and youths and a better 
understanding of the educational challenges they 
face had become apparent. There were also 
άƴŀƳƛƴƎέ ƛǎǎǳŜs. With the support and approval of 
the HCEF Board of Trustees, the staff has recast the 
statement and has also adopted a vision statement 
and a set of guiding principles. 
 

Our Mission: To provide advocacy, community 
engagement, and direct service programs that 
support the education of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness in Allegheny County. 
 

Our Vision: That all children and youth experiencing 
homelessness will receive the necessary educational 
resources, guidance, and opportunities to launch 
them on a path of success in school and in life. 
 

Our Guiding Principles:  1. Children and teens 
experiencing homelessness deserve equal access 
and full participation in the same education and 
enrichment opportunities enjoyed by their stably 
housed peers.  2. Young people cannot soar above 
the barriers of homelessness without the support of 
individuals and organizations that are steadfastly 
committed to upholding their dignity, fostering their 
resilience, and realizing their gifts. 3. Communities 
must work collaboratively, creatively and proactively 
to confront homelessness and ensure that the needs 
of children and teens without homes are effectively 
met. 
 



   

 2011 Essay and Poster Contest 
 
As it has each year since 2005, the Pittsburgh 
5ƛƻŎŜǎŜΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ of Education has 
sponsored a middle school-wide contest 
addressing the issues of child and youth 
homelessness, always during National Hunger 
and Homeless Awareness Week. The topic is 
chosen by HCEF and the awards are determined 
by educators on the Board of Trustees. This 
yearΩǎ topic was based on the words of  
ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ƎǊŜŀǘ 9ǊǾƛƴ άaŀƎƛŎέ Johnson: "All 
kids need a little help, a little hope and 
somebody who believes in them." How might 
you provide children who are experiencing 
homelessness with a little help, a little hope 
and someone who believes in them? How 
might you encourage others to do so as well? 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ first and second place winning 
essayists and artists spent a morning at 
ShepherdΩs Heart. Their first activity was the 
assembling of ham and cheese sandwiches for 
morning drop-ins at the center. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

They and their parents were also given a tour of 
the facility on Pride Street and learned much 
about the services provided there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See the honored essays and posters                                        

at www.homelessfund.org/focus_eandp.html   

 
 
                             

 Madison wrote: 
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ hǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ 
in their tiny  hands. If all children ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊΣ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǳƎƭȅΦ 
LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŀǊŜ 
time and money to kids who are homeless. 
. . .  
Homeless children need to be heard, remembered 
ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ hope, and 
ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ǘƻ Řƻ 
all this. 
 

Jillian wrote: 
ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ 
one believes that you are worth caring about. These 
kids definitely need someone who believes in them. 
If people do not believe that they can rise above 
their situation then the homeless will lose hope in 
themselves and give up. 
. . . 
You can encourage others by leading with example. 
All everyone needs to do is find that part of your 
heart where kindness dwells and take some time to 
use it for the good of others. 
 

{ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀΩǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

{ŀǊŀΩǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.homelessfund.org/focus_eandp.html


   

The impact of financials cutbacks 
 

We are all very aware of county and state 
budgets calling for reduced monies to support 
services of all kinds. A recent survey of child 
development staff at Allegheny County housing 
agencies (which includes the agencies HCEF 
partners with) provided the following data. 
 

Responding  to the invitation were staff at 3 
emergency shelters, 2 transitional housing 
agencies, 5 mixed housing agencies 
(emergency, transitional, bridge and/or 
permanent), and 1 drop-in center. Survey 
respondents included child advocates, case 
managers, child development specialists and 
therapists, as well as other staff representing 
the 11 responding agencies. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reported gaps in services: 1) for children: bus 
tickets, uniforms, longer bus rides to school as 
well as fewer field trips and after-school 
activities; 2)for parents: school supplies, bus 
tickets, food, reduced stay time at shelters, and 
the availability of housing/shelter for fathers; 3) 
for agency staffs: lay-offs, expanded workload 
through job combining, decreased salaries, 
reduced services, fewer trainings.  
 

58% of the agencies said they would be making 
cutbacks in 2012, 25% were unsure about doing 
so, and 17 % said they were not anticipating 
cutbacks.  
 

When asked if an agency has a waiting list for 
clients, 75% of respondents said yes, 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎΥ  άL ƎŜǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 
people even becoming homeless,έ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
been ŀǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ά²Ŝ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ far more 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ  
  
 

Gathering Purposefully 
. . . all around the town 
 

I/9CΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Awareness Week was inaugurated with 
proclamations by the Allegheny County Council 
(sponsored by Amanda Hawkins) and the 
Pittsburgh City Council (sponsored by Patrick 
Dowd).  
 

The week offered numerous awareness raising 
activities:  the "Stand Up and Run for Homeless 
Children" 5k run/walk through Frick Park; "An 
Education: True Stories of Unusual Lessons 
Learned" at Cabaret at Theater Square; and a 
"Stand Up" on the lawn of Soldiers and Sailors 
Memorial Hall, followed by a brief program, 
music provided by Lightning Box, and 
refreshments inside the Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During Awareness week Central Catholic High 
students collected $2,475 in support of HCEF's 
after-school programming initiatives.  An all-
school assembly featured guest speaker Roy 
Juarez, Jr. and his brother James who shared 
their stories of growing up homeless. 
www.homelessbychoice.com  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.homelessbychoice.com/


   

Thanks to our most recent 
Community Champions for Kids: 
 

The Haunted House at Hundred Acres Manor   ɐ
which contributes half of its annual Halloween  
proceeds to HCEF  ɐ  again set both ticket sales 
and attendance records. 
 

{ƘŜƭƭȅ IƛǇǎƪȅΩǎ Extraordinary Evening  ɐ  starring 
Shelly, Sheldon Ingram (of the WTAE-TV news 
team), special guest Roy Juarez who spoke 
eloquently about his "couch-surfing" journey 
across the United States and his living homeless 
as a teenager, and a stellar cast of  performers  ɐ    
was a smash hit and raised $13,300 for HCEF. 
homelessfund.org/events_recent.html 
 

 
The Young Brothers Tae Kwon Do Inner School 
Tournament and homelessness awareness 
event at North Hills Senior High School raised 
$15,000 for HCEF. Visit their website at 
www.youngbrotherstkd.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! March 5, 2012 
13th Champions for Children Benefit 
 

Come and celebrate our Champion for Children 
Award recipient Robert Fragasso and Linda 
Dickerson Service Award recipient John 

Lovelace. 
 

Celebrate the dedicated staffs of the 17 
homeless housing agencies HCEF partners with 
and the children they serve. 
 

Be welcomed by event chairs Scott and Susan 
Lammie; Honorary Co-Chairs Ralph and Ruth 
Anne Papa; Patron Chairs Linda Dickerson and 
Jim Roddey; and Honored Guests Brett and 
Sarah Keisel. 
 

Participate in our silent auction. You might be 
the high bidder on a theater performance and 
an overnight stay in a downtown hotel, prized 
Steelers tickets, or dinner and conversation 
with Bill Hilgrove (Voice of the Steelers) at 
5ΩLƳǇŜǊƛƻΩǎΦ  There will be a live auction too. 
 

Are you interested in becoming an event 
sponsor? Providing an event program 
advertisement? Becoming an event patron? Call 
Zach at 412-462-0154 to learn more, and see 
the Champions Benefit page of our website . 
homelessfund.org/championsbenefit.html 

 
Heartfelt thanks to all who have made monetary 
contributions to HCEF in response to our Annual Report 
and Annual Fund mailings, have pledged support through 
United Way and Pittsburgh Gives, have made donations 
in honor or memory of loved ones, have sponsored and 
attended fund raising events on our behalf,  and have 
given their time and talents in one-on-one support of 
άƻǳǊέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ in 2011. In all these ways you have helped 
make a difference in the lives of children caught up in the 
uncertainties of homelessness. 
 

Fall 2011 E-Newsletter 
(Vol. 6 No. 4) from the 
IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ  
Education Fund 
2100 Smallman Street 2nd Flr 
Pittsburgh PA 15222 
412-562-0154 

    
www.homelessfund.org       

                                                               

                                  Providing Hope Through Learning 

Interning with HCEF 
 

άL ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LϥǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
short amount of time, not just about 
being homeless, but about being 
ƘǳƳŀƴΦά Krystle 
 

ά9ŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ ȄȄȄ L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 
wondering what the kids think about 
their whole situation. And while I'm 
sure there are things they have to 
adjust to, at a certain point it's just a 
day in the life for tƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ Anna 
 

άaƻƴŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
me at xxx. I finally felt like I belonged. 
I finally got that feeling that I want to 
do anything I can for these kids, I 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  
Delaina 
 

 

http://homelessfund.org/homelessbychoice.com
http://homelessfund.org/events_recent.html
http://www.youngbrotherstkd.com/
http://homelessfund.org/championsbenefit.html
http://www.homelessfund.org/

