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WINNIE SAYS, “IT’S ALL ABOUT KIDS!” 
 
 

Kids write about homelessness 
 

I don’t know what it’s like to be homeless 
 

But 
 

The homeless are people — 
Too many are mothers with children  
Too many can’t find housing they can afford 
 

The homeless are people — 
Some have lost a job 
Some have a job that pays little 
 

The homeless are people — 
Living in a country where 100,000 children 

have no permanent home 
Living in a country where there is so much 

individual wealth 
 

Homelessness is unacceptable 
 

If we all work together — 
We can make a difference 
We can promise a better life for everyone 
 

This would make us a true united nation 

These words are from essays written by 
5th through 8th graders attending the 
schools of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
Their essays and posters, two of which are 
shown here, were part of their observance 
of National Hunger and Homelessness 
Week in November. Read the essays and 
see the posters at 
 
www.homelessfund.org/news/essays.html 
 
 

 



   

Kids at Halloween 
 

Thousands of kids, and their parents, 
enjoyed the spooky fun at the Fund for 
Charities’ 2006 Hundred Acres Manor 
Haunted House in South Park, with HCEF 
receiving over $30,000 of the proceeds.  A 
special thanks to all the volunteers who 
created the Haunted House and kept it 
functioning smoothly, particularly Damon 
Marraccini and Ethan Turon. 
 

Kids and books 
 

Learning to read matters. Learning to read 
well matters. Having books of their own 
helps children understand the importance of 
reading, the fun of making up stories of their 
own, the pride in being able to ask, “Would 
you read my book with me?” Between 
November 1 and January 1, hundreds of 
Pittsburghers purchased 1158 books 
through the Waterfront Barnes & Noble’s 
Holiday Book drive. These are being 
given, through HCEF, to children residing in 
the county’s 17 shelters. 
 

And in Bethel Park Paula DeFelice and her 
daughter Stephanie, both volunteers at 
Bethel Park Library, organized a book drive 
at Abraham Lincoln Elementary School 
where the students collected over 1200 
books for the shelter resource libraries. 
 

Kids need champions 
 

And you can be one by  
 

• contributing an item for the 
Champions for Children silent 
auction (by February 1) 

• purchasing a ticket to the 8th Annual 
Champions for Children Benefit 

 

Here’s how: 
 

Auction item — inform us of your intention 
via our on-line donation form available at 
www.homelessfund.org/events/events.html 

or call us at 412-562-0154. We need to 
have all promises of donations by 
February 1 for listing in the Champions 
program. The items may be delivered to 
the HCEF office through February16. 

Tickets  — purchase on-line at 
www.homelessfund.org/events/events.html 

or complete and mail to HCEF the form at  
www.homelessfund.org/events/champstickets.html 
 

Please note that general admission tickets 
are $100 each through February 15 and 
$125 after the 15th. VIP tickets are $250. 
           

 
 

March 5, 2007, is the date; the Rivers Club 
in Oxford Centre the place. The VIP 
Reception is from 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. and 
general admission from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Join in celebrating Dr. Jim Withers, co-
founder of Operation Safety Net and first 
recipient of  the Linda A. Dickerson 
Award for inspired service to the 
community.  Learn more about Jim’s work: 
www.homelessfund.org/events/withers.html 
 

Honorary chairs Ralph J. and Ruth Anne 
Papa, our Hosts and Patrons will welcome 
over 300 leaders in business, government, 
and education for a spectacular Chocolate 
Extravaganza provided by the area’s top 
chocolatiers and for our renowned silent 
auction. Preview auction items at 
www.homelessfund.org/events/champsauction.html  
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