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WINNIE SAYS, “IT’S ALL ABOUT KIDS!” 
 
 

Kids and Books 
 
Red books, blue books 
Purple books, green books 
Multicolored picture books 
 
Books on science, books on math 
Books on arts and books on crafts 
Books on working, books on playing 
 
Books to have read, books to read, 
Easy-readers, chapter books 
Nappy Hair and Harry Potter  
Dr. Seuss, Ramona’s World 
 
Yes, reading IS fundamental for all children, 
and with a major grant from the 
Pennsylvania State Department of 
Education (through  the support of Jay 
Costa, Jim Ferlo, Wayne Fontana, and 
Sean Logan) a set of over 385 brand new 
books (with a total value of over $43,000) 
will soon be delivered to each of the 18 
shelters in Allegheny County serving 
families with children.  
 
Very special thanks go to Cheryl Napsha 
and Barbara Berret of the Bethel Park 
Library who as volunteers have selected 

and ordered the books and will process and 
organize them at each shelter, providing 
children who are homeless with one more  
 
avenue for equal access to the same 
educational opportunities their peers enjoy:  
a library of books near at hand and 
encouragement to read, imagine, learn. 
 
Kids and Learning Centers 
 
"[The learning center] has truly been a blessing. 

You just don't know how much the families 

appreciate what HCEF has done and the impact 

that it has made on families at . . . – knowing 

that they do not have to go out of the building 
to the library for books, tapes, and to use the 
computers." 
 
So writes a staff member at one of the eight 
Learning Centers HCEF has established 
within homeless shelters in Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County over recent years. A ninth 
center at Sister’s Place in Clairton will open 
in November.    
 
www.homelessfund.org/programs/programs.html 
 
 



Kids and Backpacks 
 
You can’t help but notice. Whether the 
children walk to school or ride a bus, are  
driven by a parent on the way to work or 
carpool with others from their neighborhood: 
they all have backpacks. Any child without a 
backpack is going to standout.  Something 
no child wants.  
 
HCEF’s Pack-to-School initiative makes 
sure that every child attending school from a 
homeless shelter heads for classes wearing 
a brand new backpack  filled with the 
necessary supplies. And backpacks are set 
aside for children new to the shelters during 
the school year. 
 
Citizens Bank and the Building Owners and 
Managers Association (BOMA) partner with 
HCEF in the collection of backpacks. This 
year the goal is 3000 backpacks.  Citizens 
Bank employees will be providing 2000, and 
every Citizens Bank office in the county—
including the branches in Giant Eagle 
stores—will receive donations of backpacks 
and supplies from the public during the 
month of July. This is a perfect summer 
project for scout and church youth groups, 
community organizations and area 
businesses, individuals and families. 
 
For more information about how you can 
participate in Pack-to-School, call HCEF at 
412-562-0154. 
 
 
Kids and you 
 
Does it take a neighborhood? a city? a 
county? Providing a child who is homeless 
with the same opportunities for learning, the 
same hope for a promising future that their 
more fortunate peers take for granted is the 
responsibility of all of us. HCEF offers any 
number of ways to help. Here are three: 
 
Visit the Hundred Acres Manor Haunted 
House in South Park during October: half of 
the proceeds support the work of HCEF. 
 
Encourage your family, your local school, or 
community organizations to participate in 

National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week, November 12-18: learn  
more about homelessness and then write 
an essay or a letter to the editor, make a 
poster and display it in your neighborhood, 
and send us a copy. 
 
www.homelessfund.org/resources/resources.html 
 
Make a donation to HCEF—perhaps in 
honor of a child you love. You can do this 
on-line. 
 
www.homelessfund.org/support/support.html 
 
 
One super “kid” 
 
Meet Alisha West, a 
senior at City High 
in downtown 
Pittsburgh who is  
doing a third-
trimester internship 
in the HCEF office. 
 
Jennifer Banks Vickers, Office Manager and 
Development Coordinator says of Alisha, 
“She has become a full member of the office 
team, contributing her expertise with MS 
Office software, preparing Power Point 
presentations, making entries in the 
database, offering her opinions and 
recommendations, and generally doing 
whatever needs to be done.” Alisha wants 
to be a teacher and to continue helping 
homeless children.   
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