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                    WINNIE  SAYS 

            “IT’S ALL ABOUT  KIDS!” 
 
 
 
 

 

Kids who help our kids . . . 
 

Learn that kids like them are experiencing 
homelessness  
 

Kids like them don’t know where they’ll be 
living next week, next month, next year 
 

Kids like them are being moved from school 
to school to school  
 

Kids like them are falling behind because 
the homework and the rules at this school 
are different from the homework and rules 
at the last school 
 

 
 

And kids who help our kids  
 

Learn that kids like them also want to go to 
ball games, the zoo, the amusement park, 
and the mall 
 

Kids like them also help take care of littler 
brothers and sisters, hang out with friends, 
and are expected to help their moms 
 

And kids like them dream 
of a better tomorrow 

 
 

 

Building Blocks for Success! 
 

In an effort to address 
the multiple academic 
challenges facing 
many of our children 
residing in shelters, 
HCEF has launched a 
literacy program at 
Sisters Place in 
Clairton.  This 
program uses STAR Reading and 
Accelerated Reader, online software that 
makes it possible for shelter staff to assess 
newly resident students’ reading level in 
15 minutes.  
 

Students can then choose from a collection 
of books appropriate to their reading level 
and take online quizzes to evaluate their 
knowledge of a book’s content.  
 

The software  tracks a student’s progress 
and awards points for successful 
completion of quizzes, and each boy and 
girl will receive prizes as they achieve their 
individual goals. Parents are actively 
engaged through test score reviews, family 
reading nights, and helping with homework.  
 

To launch this program in several of our 
sites we will need your help!  
 
If you or your high school student would 
like to become a READING TUTOR 
and/or would like to help donate items as 
prizes for students, please contact Carlin 
at 412-562-0154.  



   

C.A.P.E. (Customized 
Accelerated Programs for 
Education) gives children experiencing 
homelessness the opportunity to attend 
“summer camp.”   
 

This coming summer HCEF is teaming up 
with Pittsburgh’s Labratz Science Club  to 
offer  young students a creative, hands-on 
approach to science that encourages their 
own discoveries.   

 

We will also be giving 
children the opportunity to 
hear a master storyteller 
and to create their own 
stories, to see the work of 
local artists and to be 
guided by them in making 
their own art. 

 

Special thanks to the businesses that 
through the PA EITC program have funded  
these educational improvement programs. 
To learn how a business can participate in 
the EITC tax relief program, go to:  
www.homelessfund.org/support/support.html 

 

Newest Learning Center to be 
dedicated in November 
 
The recent Duquesne Light Home and 
Garden Show featured the Homeless 
Children's Education Fund as the 2008 
charitable organization for which donations 
were solicited and awareness raised.  
 

 
 

Visitors to the show saw a model of an 
HCEF Learning Center and Resource 
Library constructed by Duquesne Light 
volunteers. Following the event the 
furniture, books, games, art supplies, and 
computers were taken to Sojourner House 
and Sojourner House MOMS where they 
are the core of HCEF’s newest Learning 
Centers.  
 

Tools for School:  July 14-August 8  
 

Once again Citizens 
Bank offices, including 
those in Giant Eagle 
stores, will be receiving 
donations of the school 
supplies needed to fill 
some 3,000 Citizens 
Bank-donated backpacks. 
On August 18 HCEF and 
Citizens volunteers and 

staff will load 2 school buses with the 
backpacks and deliver them to waiting 
children residing in area shelters. 
 

Buy a ticket for the Pittsburgh 
Symphony’s 5th Annual 
Community Partners Concert 
and help support HCEF’s kids 

 

Thursday, June 26 
8:00 p.m. 
 

Isaac Hayes  
 
Pittsburgh 
Symphony 
Orchestra  
 

The Community Partners Concert is a 
yearly collaboration between the PSO and a 
rotating list of 50 other greater Pittsburgh 
non-profit organizations, including this year 
HCEF. The value of your ticket purchase 
can be earmarked to benefit HCEF 
specifically.  
 

Here’s how it works. Go to the PSO 
homepage  www.pittsburghsymphony.org 

and click on the Isaac Hayes poster, which 
will take you directly to the complete 
instructions. 
 

Once you’ve selected your tickets and 
clicked the “add-to-cart” button, you’ll see a 
form that includes a box for “Promotion 
Code.”  
 

So that your purchase benefits HCEF, 
please enter here the HCEF promotion 
code: 6662.  
 

Lawrence Tamburri, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the PSO, is an active 
member of the HCEF Board of Trustees. 



   

Kids always need champions 
 

Wondering how you can be a champion? 
Here are some of the imaginative ways 
folks have benefited our kids recently.  
 

 
 

Christine Palmieri’s third grade class at 
South Central Elementary School, 
Canon-McMillan School District, “took steps 
to end homelessness,” raising $2,500 for 
HCEF programming with their before and 
after school walkathon. 
 
Bethel Park Independence Middle School 
7th graders spent 3 months planning for and 
scripting their April 17th version of the 
popular game show “Are You Smarter 
Than” - in this case -  “a 7th Grader,” asking 
attendees to donate much needed art 
supplies to HCEF for distribution among the 
shelters serving families with children. 
 
HCEF will benefit from the US Marshals 
Service Golf Outing: Gunsmoke Classic, 
August 2, Madison Club in Westmoreland 
County.  The $85 per person fee includes 
golf, cart, driving range, a steak dinner, and 
a polo shirt. Registration is limited to 120 
golfers.  
 

Can’t attend? Consider a sponsorship of 
$100, $150, or $250 or donate golf related 
prizes for the raffle. Call HCEF, 412-562-
0154, for additional information or see 
www.homelessfund.org/events/events 

 
Since May 2007 the 
Pittsburgh office of CB 
Richard Ellis has 
provided over 70 
birthday cakes for 
children (like this happy 
1-year-old) living in local 
shelters.  

 

What might you do? 
 

If you as an individual or the representative 
of a community organization or business 
would like to sponsor a fundraiser or to 
collect donated educational materials – 
most particularly art and music supplies, 
we ask that you complete a Special Project 
Application form so that we will know what 
you have in mind. You’ll find a link to the 
form at www.homelessfund.org/helping/helping.html 
 

A special invitation to families, scouts, 
individual classrooms or entire schools, and 
church groups: consider holding an HCEF 
Reading Marathon. This is a great way to 
raise funds in support of our Learning 
Centers and to encourage children’s 
reading as well as their participation in 
philanthropic works 
 

Provided on our website are 
Reader’s Book List and 
Sponsor List forms.  The 
Book List is where the child 
names the books he or she 
reads and a parent or 
teacher verifies the reading. 
It also provides a useful 
table of the number of pages that qualify as 
a book at each grade level. The Sponsors 
List is where names of sponsors and their 
pledges and payments are recorded. It also 
includes a paragraph identifying HCEF as 
the recipient of the donations. Both forms 
are linked from 
www.homelessfund.org/helping/helping.html 
 

These are exciting times at HCEF, in large 
part because of your support of an belief in 
the work that we do.  Thank you! 
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